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How an SFX theme works

See also Technical Instructions below.

SFX templates can be adjusted with the built-in design editor in ShopFactory. 

When creating SFX templates which can be customized you must ensure compliance with ShopFactory customization functions. 

What’s in an SFX Theme
An SFX theme consists of 

1. Website template

The website.css file defines the overall look. Here you adjust fonts, button design, colour classes, form elements to create a consistent website behaviour.

The website.html is really just a shell file. It’s main function is to support functionality and to define the default PRODUCT LOOP and PRODUCTS details page used by the project – see Technical Instructions .
Website colours behaviour is defined by the website CSS classes and the mappings.xml file.  

The mappings.xml file is easiest adjusted with the ShopFactory design editor. 
2. One or more page templates.

Here you define the HTML layout of the pages and create the design specific to the page. These pages must inherit the values from the website css to maintain a consistent look

Generally there will be two page templates: one for the home page and one for the content pages. 
However you can create as many page templates as you want which can be selected and assigned to any content pages created by the store builder.
3. Assign default Product loop and Product Pages
When you create a page template you can assign the default product loop and Products details page used to it. As these have a big impact on the design, this must be considered as part of creating a template.

See SFX-Developer Guide 101 for more details.

Technical Instructions

Here you find technical details for interacting with templates.

Where are the templates

When you install ShopFactory it is usually installed into your C drive: 

C:\Program Files (x86)\ShopFactory V11

To get to the SFX templates folder click on ShopFactory, then Select SFXTemplates and choose the Themes Folder which contains the different website themes available.

C:\Program Files (x86)\ShopFactory V11\ShopFactory\SFXTemplates\Themes
Inside the Themes folder you find the templates used for Pages such as the Home page and content pages as well as the Website folder for common settings.

What and where is a project

When you create a shop with ShopFactory it creates a project in your Documents Folder with the name you have selected when creating the project.: 

D:\Documents\ShopFactory V11 Websites\your project
Each project contains all the templates it needs. 

To update a template howeve the customized theme must be stored in the ShopFactory program folder C:\Program Files (x86)\ShopFactory V11\ShopFactory\SFXTemplates\Themes. 

To view changes after editing a template you must reselect the template in ShopFactory.

Right click on the page and select Page design, the reselect the template you are working on.
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Project Folders and File Locations
Each website theme contains: 1) Website template and 2) One or more page styles.

Folder structure:

SFXTemplates

+-- Themes

    +-- <Theme name> eg SFX-BASE-AA_1170 x -



+-- Pages


+
+-- <Page style name> eg SFX-BASE_1



+
+-- <Page style name> eg SFX-BASE_A



+-- Website

Website folder

The Website folder contains
· .\parseLang\website.html
· .\website.css
· .\mapping.xml
website.html
website.html is a "shell" html template that brings in the page style template.

Most important line in this file is:

<sf:macro object="LoadContent" detailedproductdesign="SFX-BASE_1" pagedesign="SFX-BASE_1" productdesign="SFX-BASE_1" welcomepagedesign="SFX-BASE_A" welcomeproductdesign="SFX-BASE_1" />

This line tells ShopFactory which page styles (and productloop and product styles) are the default styles to use. Change the names accordingly. An SFX Template theme folder must include the page styles specified.

website.css

website.css has colours and the website-wide styling of the layout for page styles.

mapping.xml

mapping.xml has the global colour class mappings to the colour palette. If colour changes are required, they should be done in Customise Design (or the developer can modify these files in a text editor if absolutely necessary). 
Customise Design will generate the colour CSS rules based on the mappings. 
Page styles

A Page style folder has:
· .\page.html  
· .\stylesheet.css
page.html 

page.html has the overall layout of a website page.

stylesheet.css
stylesheet.css has the styling that is either specific to the layout of the page style or to override the styling in website.css for the specific page.
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