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ShopFactory 12 

Template Creation Guide 1.01
Creating new website themes

To create a new page template pick a design you want to match and add or assign the ShopFactory components to it. The quickest way to create a new theme is to adjust an existing SFX theme with a Layout similar to the one you are trying to achieve.
This includes editing HTML and CSS code by hand, adjusting colours and images with the ShopFactory Designer function and adding suitable content blocks.
Note that when you change HTML or CSS code you must reselect the theme before previewing it
Creating Theme variations

Creating a variation of a theme means changing the colour scheme, design images and product images. This is done without programming in ShopFactory by using its editing functions and the Designer.
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Creating a new template step by step
Before you get started you must familiarize yourself with the main customization functions of ShopFactory. 
Watch the following videos at http://help.shopfactory.com/help12/ to familiarize yourself with the main ShopFactory functions you will have to use.
Getting Started | Company Logo | Customize Design | Link Image Group

How to create a new website theme
1. Open the SF12-Base project from the Development Pack.  To open it you must first unzip the project on your computer.


2. Save the new project using the same name you will give the new template based on the naming conventions. 
Menu: File > Save as. Your Project will be saved as a Folder in the ShopFactory 12 Website folder: C:\Documents\ShopFactory V12 Websites
a. If you want to create a variation of an existing theme go to step 3.

b. If you want to create a new lay-out, then make a copy of a ShopFactory Website theme which is similar to your new layout and rename it. Then select this new theme in step 3. 


3. For a variation select the website theme you want to adjust without sample code.
For a new Layout select the website theme you copied in step 2.b. If you cannot see the copied theme, hit the refresh button. Do not include sample code. 
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4. If you are creating a new variation of an existing website theme, then update the sample content by: 
a. replacing product and link group images to match the store category. 
b. Update the larger product image if required to achieve the best look on the more details page.  [image: image3.png]@A Be /s xS



 
c. Get all images from https://pixabay.com/ and select preferably Editor’s Choice images.  
d. Adjust the colour scheme and design images in Designer > Customize design.
e. To preview simply click on the preview button.

5. If you are creating a new Layout, start editing the copied template in 
C:\Program Files (x86)\ShopFactory V12\ShopFactory\SFXTemplates\Themes\new theme by adjusting the HTML and CSS code for website, home page and content page as required. 
a. In most cases you can simply move the elements on the page around. Remember you must accommodate all elements on the page. Make sure to use the correct container names if you add extra Design Images.
b. Adjust sample content, design images and colors as in Step 4

c. To preview changes you must reselect the website theme every time you want to do a Preview. To Preview in an external browser use the Preview drop down menu.

6. Once the theme is ready save the final website theme with sample content.
Designer > Save as new website theme

7. Delete unused images in the template sample folder and optimize all sample images at tinypng.com (also works for jpg)
SFXTemplates\Themes\NEW-TEMPLATE-NAME\Website\Sample\media

8. Update preview images 1 and 2 and optimize them at tinypng.com
C:\Program Files (x86)\ShopFactory V12\ShopFactory\SFXTemplates\Themes\NEW-TEMPLATE-NAME\Website

9. Hand over the Website theme variation AA.
HomePage components

See also the component image in the Template Development Pack. To create a new theme layout simply move the components around and may be add design images to the template. Adjust their look and location or behaviour as required to achieve the new design. You must maintain ShopFactory functionality.
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Logo and Shop title (ShopFactory Central > My Store)

Depending on the design you may only want to show the title or the logo. In that case hide the title if a logo is added to the store. Don’t forget to adjust the pre-defined size of logos depending on the theme.
Search field

You must include the search function. However you do not have to show the search text field. Depending on your design you may want to only show it when user clicks on search button (see behaviour in mobile phone mode). Here is a different option.
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Mini Cart
The mini cart is essentially a font icon with a link and a number – so you can style them any way you like. Some options (or you can use an image instead of the font). We use the Icomoon font by default – see Icomoon. 
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Social media links

Social media links are called in via an external script in Objectfragments. If you want to create a specific look for the social media links you have to create an object fragment and supply it for inclusion in ShopFactory.

Icomoon Font icons

Icons used in ShopFactory websites are based on the icomoon font included in common files.
 D:\Documents\ShopFactory V11 Websites\SFX\SFXTemplates\shared_files. 
Of course you can also use different icons as required and include them with the template. However for icons you must create custom fonts which contain only the icons you need to reduce loading times.

Buttons

The buttons are defined by the website CSS – make sure to adjust buttons to match a new website design. 

Form elements

Form elements are defined by the website CSS – make sure to adjust buttons to match a new website design.
Content page components

Content pages are usually variations of the home page. They will inherit most of the header functions.

Often the simply add breadcrumbs to be displayed and reduce the size of the main banner, for example.
Content as design elements
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Link image groups 1, 2 and 3 are important parts of the design of a website theme. You can simply replace their content by double click on the content element in ShopFactory or Using the Page Properties Wizard.
Link Image Groups
You can access page link image groups via the Edit Page Menu and the Page Properties Wizard.

Link image groups allow you to add images and banners to a page as sample content, which can have a major impact on the look and feel of a website. They consist of an image, title and caption.
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To make the content part of the website theme you have to save it together with the new template by selecting the option to save sample content, when saving a template. This is explained in Sample content for website themes. The title can also be used for mouse over title tags on the image.
Custom Navigation
Custom Navigation links are similar to Link Image groups. But they are shown on all pages using the same template.  They are accessed via the Designer drop down menu. They are used in the footer for example or anywhere else on a page, where users should be able to place a specially designed blocks with multiple items consisting of image, title and caption in it. The title can also be used for mouse over title tags on the image.

There is also a Top Custom Navigation, which always appears at the top of the website to add text and image links, such as Phone numbers or important links you want to highlight.

Preview PNG image
You must create a new preview image for each website theme. 

Preview.png = 440x275

Preview1.png = 160 x height

Make sure to optimize image sizes at tinypng.com
Content Blocks
Content blocks can be dragged onto pages to also vary the way they look and what a user can do with them.

This allows adding good looking sample content on a page to further enhance the look and functionality of a page. To add content blocks as sample content to a page switch to Page edit mode.
Then drag one or two blocks onto the page.

NOTE: When you add new template blocks, you must also provide translations for them. You will find translations for the different languages in the Template Development Pack: content-block-translations.xlsx
Custom blocks

It is also possible to create custom content blocks to achieve additional effects. However we will have to create a separate guide for this.
DESIGN IMAGES

Design images are CSS background images applied to templates to enhance the look. They can be replaced in Designer by clicking on them. 

Design images are assigned as background image of their container. ShopFactory uses the size of the div which contains the design image to resize new images.

design elements

Design elements are css defined areas which contain images, colors, borders or text-decoration

properties. They can be controlled from inside ShopFactory.

Each design element must always have the following tag in front of it, to allow the software to interact with it:

sf:object="LayoutObject" class="LayoutObject"

Each design element must have an ID tag. It should represent the actual function of the tag. 

If you have multiple design objects of the same type, you must add numbers to them, such as

DesignImage01, DesignImage02 and so on.

Of course if you want to use the same object such as a DesignColor in a number of locations, you must always use the same name.
Function ID

Images


DesignImage
Colors


DesignColor
Borders


DesignBorder
Text decoration

DesignText
Padding


DesignPadding
Spacing


DesignSpacing
Layout objects can be included inside XHTML tags such as <table>, <td>, <div>, <span>.

Please note that the image settings such as name of image and image properties for the DesignImage

are set in website.css. The same applies to all other design elements.

Design Image examples
DesignImage01 as background image for the DIV

<div sf:object="LayoutObject" class="LayoutObject" id="DesignImage01"></div>

DesignImage01 as background image for the SPAN

<span sf:object="LayoutObject" class="LayoutObject" id="DesignImage01"></span>

DesignImage01 as background image for a TABLE

<table cellpadding="0" cellspacing="0" border="0" sf:object="LayoutObject" class="LayoutObject" id=" DesignImage01"><tr><td></td></tr></table>

DesignImage01 as background image for a CELL

<td sf:object="LayoutObject" class="LayoutObject" id="DesignImage01"></td>

Adjust color designs

Many changes can be achieved by simply changing the colors of a website theme.

Adjusting website colors

The main website color is the defining color of the website. By changing it the automatically generated color schemes are also adjusted.
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Remapping website colors for content elements

When you click on a coloured area on the website in design mode a menu appears which allows you to select the background color of the area so you can remap it. 

This means you are assigning this area to another color which you have defined in the Website Colors section. 

You can also change design images with this menu.
Text colours
Do not set specific text colours for normal content. Content text must be set to –auto-color, unless it is a custom project for as specific customer.

This helps prevent that users change the background colour of a page and can no longer read the text on it.
Preset product loop and pages templets 

Product loop

The product style is inherited from Page 1 (the first page in navigation 2) Make sure Page 1 is in the first position in Navigation 2 and assign the desired product loop to it before saving your theme as a new website template.

Product Details Page

The Product details page assigned to Page 1 in Navigation style will also be inherited by the template when yo store the template.
website.html

See website.html to preset to assign a product loop template and page details template to a new theme or variation.
SAMPLE CONTENT FOR WEBSITE THEMES

ShopFactory templates are designed to be stored with sample content, so users can see what the template will look like in action. 

The main content elements are banner images and links to other pages or products.

Before saving a website theme you must adjust the sample content (banners, link images, products and company logo) to match the new website theme. 

Before you save the final template do the following:

Clean up the project: File > Clean up . This will remove filed no longer needed from the template. 

Ensure recycling bin is empty. 
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Save template with the correct name as per naming convention. In the variation field enter Template Type – this is incorrect in the interface. Click Include Sample data.

When stored check the actual template media folder and remove all unused images still included. Unfortunately not all images are always removed.

Also use http://tinypng.com to optimize your new images.

Update the preview images with screenshots of your sample store with the theme applied. This can be done with the Chrome App Full Page Screen Capture, for example. 

Template naming convention

All Templates must follow this convention. The hyphens and Underlines are required for the ShopFactory template selector. Also follow upper and lower case convention.

SFX-CATEGORY-VARIATION_template layout type
Example: SFX-FLO-AA_sir


This is variation AA of the template layout type sir with a flower (FLO) product category

If there are multiple variations of a theme based on the same template laoyout type (sir) and using the same product category (FLO), then you must adjust the variation to AB, AC, AD ..., such as 

SFX-FLO-AE_sir
If the theme of the template applies to a different Product category, then the category name changes: 
SFX-ANT-AE_sir
Product Category Names

ANT Antiques & Collectibles
ANI Animals, Pets & Supplies
ART Arts & Crafts
BAB Baby & Child
BEV Beverages
BIC Bicycles
BOO Books & Magazines
BUI Building, Hardware & tools
CAM Cameras & Photography
CAR Cars, Motorbikes & Boats
CLO Clothing & Accessories, 
COM Computers & Accessories
DVD DVDs & Movies
ELE Electronics
FAS Fashion & Accessories
FIN Finance
FLO Flowers
FOO Food
GAR Garden
FUR Furniture & Decorations
GIF Gifts
HEA Health & Beauty
HOB Hobbies
HOM Home entertainment
HOU Household Appliances & Whitegoods
JWL Jewellery
LIN Lingerie
MOB Mobile phones & communications
MUS Music & Musical Instruments
OFF Office
PHA Pharmaceutical
REA Real Estate
SHO Shoes
SOF Software & Videogames
SPO Sports, Recreation & Outdoors
TOY Toys & Games
TRA Travel & holidays
WAT Watches
OTH Other

Testing a new template

Create a new project and apply the new template to make sure the template is properly applied to the new project.

Check the sample content is properly imported.
Check the different pages in the project to see different scenarios.

1. Correct any issues with padding and fonts

2. Switch to customize design to verify you can change colours and design images and auto-colour functions work. This functions makes sure text is always legible, irrespective of the background colour. 

3. Make sure all images are shown, and the correct product loop is used when applying the template.

4. Make sure the Preview images have been updated

5. Make sure all theme, sample images and preview images have been size optimized.
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